
United States Rvtent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United Stutta* Ptitent und Trademark Office 
AJUrojw: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington, D.C. 2023] 

WWW.llJtpCO.QOV 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO 



09/255,052 



02/22/1999 



ANTOINE BOUCHER 



20859-703 



7929 



21971 7590 04/01/2003 

WILSON S0NSIN1 GOODRICH & ROSATI 
650 PAGE MILL ROAD 
PALO ALTO, CA 943041050 



EXAMINER 



SRIVASTAVA, vivek 



ART UNIT 


PAPER Nl 


UMBER 






s 



2611 

DATE MAILED: 04/01/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



^J. 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/255,052 


AppilCanl^S/ — J / 

BOUCHER ET AL 


Examiner 

Vivek Srivastava 


Art Unit 

2611 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 9/27/02 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) M Claim(s) 65-75 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) 65-75 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. $119 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14)D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e). 



Attach ment(s) 

15) [3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 18) D Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

16) |3 Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 19) D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

17) £3 information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-U49) Paper No(s) 6. 20) D Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326(Rev. 01-01) 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 

Claim 74 is missing. The Examiner has renumbered the claims, claim 75 is now 
claim 74 and claim 76 is now claim 75. 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 64-75 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kunkel (5,961,603). 

Considering claim 64, Kunkel discloses a system for interactive distribution of 
selectable presentations, the system having presentation server (met by data collection 
center 34 and database 42 in fig 1), a headend 14 (see fig 1) coupled to the 
presentation server and a broadband distribution network (see col 1 lines 47-55) and 
addressable processing equipment (met by settop boxes in col 7 lines 3-10). Further, 
Kunkel discloses transmitting a presentation request form the addressable equipment at 
the user location to the presentation server (see col 3 lines 2-17), note: since the server 
provides the settop with the data requested, a destination address corresponding to the 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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addressable processing equipment is inherently included. Kunkel further discloses the 
master database 42 (fig 1 ) receives programming from the uplink center database 40 
(fig 1) which in turn provides the data to data collection center 34 (fig 1) for storage and 
thus discloses receiving a plurality of selectable presentations at the presentation 
servers and storing the selectable presentations in a presentation database (also see 
col 5 line 44 - col 6 line 9). Kunkel also discloses the communication may be MPEG II 
format and since the data is combined in a single channel for delivery to the settop 
Kunkel inherently discloses the claimed multiplexing. 

Kunkel fails to disclose the claimed storing selectable presentations in MPEG 
digital format in a presentation database memory. The Examiner takes Official Notice it 
would have been well known in the art to store data in MPEG format to provide 
compressed storage for utilizing less memory. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Kunkel 
to include the claimed limitations to provide less memory used for storage. 

Kunkel fails to disclose the claimed receiving position information for presenting 
the selected presentation. The Examiner takes Official Notice it would have been well 
known in the art to include positional data with interactive content to provide a more 
pleasing viewing experience or to ensure data is displayed in its proper location on the 
display. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to include the claimed limitation to ensure the data is 
correctly displayed and to enhance the viewer's viewing experience. 
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Regarding claim 65, Kunkel fails to disclose the claimed transmitting a log on 
request from addressable processing equipment, receiving a user number from 
presentation server at processing equipment, using the user number to identify MPEG 
digital video signals transmitted from the presentation server to the processing 
equipment. It would have been well known in the computer are to include the claimed 
limitations to monitor and keep track of data sent to a user based on a user's ID. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Kunkel to include the claimed limitations to monitor 
and keep track of data sent to a user. 

Regarding claims 66-70 Kunkel discloses the claimed MPEG limitations (see col 
5 lines 35-43, note MPEG P-frame overlay would be inherent since one of the frames of 
the presentation would have been a P-frame). 

Regarding claim 71, Kunkel discloses an MPEG II transmission system and thus 
discloses the claimed limitations which are inherent in an MPEG II system. 

Considering claim 72, Kunkel discloses the claimed presentation request form 
addressable processing equipment at the user location to presentation server is 
transmitted over a two-way broadband signal distribution network (see col 1 lines 43-60 
and col 2 lines 41-62). 

Considering claim 73, Kunkel fails to disclose the claimed wherein presentation 
request for addressable processing equipment as the user location is transmitted over 
telephone line. It would have been obvious transmitting upstream data via telephone 
lines and not a bi-directional cable network would have reduced upstream traffic and 
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ingress noise resulting from upstream traffic in a cable network. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify Kunkel to include the claimed 
limitation to limit upstream traffic and ingress noise in cable network. 
Regarding claim 74, see claim 64. 

Regarding claim 75, Kunkel discloses the claimed URL (see col 2 lines 29-32). 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Eyer et al (5,982,445) - Hyptertext TV display and control 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Conclusion 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



or faxed to: 



(703) 308-9051, (for formal communications intended for entry) 



Or: 



(703) 308- 5399 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vivek Srivastava whose telephone number is (703) 305 - 4038. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday from 8:00 am to 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andy Faile, can be reached at (703) 305 - 4380. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305 - 3900. 



VS 




3/22/03 



VIVEK SRIVASTAVA 
PATENT EXAMINER 



